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whereas the decrees of justice take account only of a rule
defined and fixed by law.

But at this point the Committee came directly into conflict
with that all-important question of the method of selecting
the judges which brought failure to the previous Hague
Conference in 1907. During the long years which had passed
since then, however^ the whole face of international relations
had been changed by the coming of the Great War and later
by the creation of the League of Nations. It turned out that
as a result of the spirit of co-operation between nations which
had been engendered in the war, and of the organisation of
the nations as developed in the League, it was possible to
provide a solution which never had been attainable before.

The first step in the selection of judges would be entrusted,
fittingly enough, to the Court of Arbitral Justice, which may
be said to be the world's most respected judicial body at the
present moment. Composed of four representatives from
each nation, this Court represents all the great judicial systems
and the main branches of civilisation of the world, and is at
the same time largely free from political influences. For this
reason this body would be asked to nominate a panel of jurists,
each group of national judges selecting two candidates.

The panel thus formed, of not over one hundred names,
would then be submitted to the Council and the Assembly
of the League. Each body would thereupon vote for the
number of judges required, and any candidate who happened
to have a majority of votes in both the Council and the
Assembly would be declared elected. If the list were not
filled on the first ballot, a second would be taken and then a
third. In case of tlisagreement between the two bodies after
the third ballot, a conference committee of three members
of each house would be appointed. It is practically certain
that this Committee would provide an agreement acceptable
to both houses, but if even that procedure failed, the choice
of the remaining judges would be left to the judges already
selected.